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      Congratulations on the observance of the Buddhist Churches of America’s
Joint Celebration marking its 125th Anniversary, Shinran Shonin’s 850th Birthday
and the 800th Anniversary of the Founding of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching. 
      Shinran Shonin was born in 1173 and through his main writing, Ken Jodo
Shinjitsu Kyogyosho Monrui (The True Teaching, Practice, and Realization of the
Pure Land Way) also known as Kyogyoshinsho, which is believed to have been
completed in 1224, he systematically clarified the Jodo Shinshu teaching. Since
then, the Jodo Shinshu teaching has been transmitted to us today, overcoming
obstacles and has been shared by people not only in Japan but around the world.
This is because regardless of time and place, the teaching always serves as a
spiritual foundation and enables people to move forward in their lives. 
      The founder of Buddhism, Sakyamuni Buddha discovered the universal truth,
such as, the principle of original dependency as well as the theory of
impermanence. However, we, ordinary beings are not able to accept the truth as
it is because we see things only through our self-centered and biased
viewpoints. As a result, we suffer and fight each other when things do not go as
we wish. Sakyamuni Buddha clarified that our own ignorance, in other words, our
human desires or a feeling of obstinate attachment to something is the very
cause of our sufferings. Receiving this basic Buddhist teaching, Shinran Shonin
taught us that for the sake of such foolish beings like us, Amida Tathagata is
always working as the Nembutsu, or recitation of the Name, that is nothing but
Amida’s calling voice.  
      Those who have fully recognized the benevolent working of Amida Tathagata
cannot help but to lament and feel regret for their own bonno or persistent
human desires, and it is natural that they feel ashamed of and try to minimize
them. Such people would never indulge themselves in their egoistic cravings.
Even though we had not been able to recognize our own selfishness, the
encounter with Amida’s working enables us to become aware of our true self, and
through that recognition, we are naturally guided to make efforts to minimize
such selfishness, and consequently we are enabled to change our way of living.
Keeping this in mind, let us strive to live each day with a feeling of gratitude for
Amida’s great wisdom and compassion that always embraces us as we are.  

September 1, 2024 
OHTANI Kojun 

Monshu 
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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 このたび、北⽶開教区において「親鸞聖⼈御諮⽣ 850 年ヹ⽴教開宗 800 年
慶讃法要」並びに「北⽶開 教区創⽴ 125 周年記念法要」がご修⾏されますこ
と、⼼よりお喜び申し上げます。 親鸞聖⼈は 1173 年にご諮⽣になり、1224
年にその主著である『顕浄⼟真実教⾏証⽂類（教⾏信証）』 に浄⼟真宗のみ
教えを体系的に著されました。以来、浄⼟真宗のみ教えは数々の苦難を乗り

越え、⽇本 はもとより世界各地で今⽇まで受け継がれてきました。それは、
み教えがそれぞれの時代や地域におい て、多くの⽅々の⽣きる⽀えとなった
からです。 
 仏教を訟かれたお釈迦様は、縁起や諸⾏無常という時間や場所を超えた、こ
の世界のありのままの真 実を明らかにされました。しかし、私たちはこの真
実をそのままに受け⼊れることができず、常に⾃⼰ 中⼼に物事を捉え、その
結果、⾃分の思い通りにならないことで悩み苦しみ、⼈と争うなどしていま

す。 お釈迦様は私たちの苦悩の原因を、この⾃⼰中⼼的な執われの⼼である
無明煩悩にあると⽰されました。 
そして、親鸞聖⼈は、このような私たちに向け、阿弥陀如来は「必ず救う」

のよび声となって、はたら き続けて下さっていることを明らかにされまし
た。 
 阿弥陀如来のおはたらきに出遇った私たちは、⾃らの煩悩を深く悲しみ、慚
愧して、それを厭離しよ うとするのが当然であり、決して⾃らの煩悩的欲求
に無批判に従うということはありません。それは、 これまで⾃⼰の執われに
無⾃覚であった者が、執われに縛られている⾃⼰であると知らされ、執われ

を 離れようと意識させられ、その意識が毎⽇の⽣活に影響を与えるというこ
とです。これからも阿弥陀さ まの⼤慈⼤悲のおはたらきにお任せし、報恩感
謝の思いで⽇々を過ごしてまいりましょう。 

2024 年 9 ⽉ 1 ⽇ 
 浄⼟真宗本願寺派 

 ⾨ 主 ⼤⾕光淳
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Greeting
Dear Sangha members and friends of the Buddhist Churches of America,

     I extend to you my congratulations on the observance of the Buddhist
Churches of America’s Joint Celebration marking its 125th Anniversary, Shinran
Shonin’s 850th Birthday and the 800th Anniversary of the Founding of 
the Jodo Shinshu Teaching. 

    Eight hundred years ago, Shinran Shonin completed the first draft of his
major work, the Ken Jodo Shinjitsu Kyogyosho Monrui (The True Teaching,
Practice, and Realization of the Pure Land Way), commonly known as
Kyogyoshinsho, to clarify the salvific working of the Primal Vow that equally
saves foolish beings like us who are ignorant and cannot engage 
in any religious practices in a true sense. 

     The Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha institution has over time considered the
completion of this writing as the beginning of the Jodo Shinshu tradition. The
Nembutsu teaching that was thus made clear by Shinran Shonin, has been
carefully passed down as a spiritual foundation to us today, by spiritual leaders
of Hongwanji and all of our predecessors. 

     In the mainland US, through the drive of the Issei, or first generation
Japanese immigrants, the Jodo Shinshu teaching was introduced in the new
land and has supported them as well as their descendants 
all through history until today. 

     Now is the time for us to reflect on our indebtedness to the benevolence of
Amida Tathagata’s great compassion that accepts us just as we are. The sense
of security of being accepted by the Buddha guides us to make the best efforts
to minimize our selfish thoughts and to try to be in accord with the Buddha
Dharma through sharing in the joy and sadness of others. 

     Jodo Shinshu thus provides us with life guidance. In this sense, any fellow
Nembutsu followers’ being able to welcome this opportunity of observing the
Joint Celebration is a great joy for all of us. 

     On this auspicious occasion, let us renew our resolution of following the
Nembutsu path together toward a society in which everyone can live in harmony
while empathizing with one another. 

September 1, 2024 
Governor General 

OGINO, Shoyu 
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha 
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Program

Chairperson:
Officiant:
Music:

Opening Address

Flower Offering Presentation

Ministers’ Processional with Gagaku 

Welcoming Address

Kanshō

Officiant Accession on the Dais
(Tōraiban)

Zenshōkada

Shōshinge (Junirai melody)

Tan Nembutsu and Ekōku

Rev. Michael Endo
Bishop Marvin Harada
BCA Music Committee

Rev. Michael Endo

BCA District Representatives

Northern California Gagaku

 Rev. Michael Endo

Bishop Marvin Harada

Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki

Bishop Harada
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Product #0023

Product #0023

Oshoko by BCA Affiliated Organizations

Reading: “Our Pledge” led by 
(English and Japanese)

Gomonshu’s Message

Bishop’s Greeting

BCA President’s Greeting

Gatha: “Ondokusan II”

Gatha: “Nembutsu” arranged by
Chizu Iwanaga 

Music videos:
     "Storms and Peace"  by Skylar Lam and Francis Wong
                    BCA 125th Anniversary Lyric Contest Winner, Youth Category
 
       "Chizu Iwanaga's Nembutsu"  Performed by Otonowa

Video Presentation of BCA Temples and Sanghas

BCA Music Committee

Rev. Michael Endo

Bishop Marvin Harada

Steven Terusaki

BCA Music Committee

Officiant Descension from the Dais(Gōraiban) with Gagaku
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Video Greeting in Japanese

Dharma Message in English

Words of Appreciation

Closing Address and Announcements

Rev. Yoshiki Sonoda

Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto

Terri Omori & 
Darlene Bagshaw

Rev. Michael Endo
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先請伽陀(Zenshōkada)
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PAGE 2

NEW
ARRIVAL

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 

WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM
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 Our Pledge

Breaking out of my shell
I will share a warm smile and speak gentle words

Just like the kind Buddha.

Not becoming lost in my greed, anger, and ignorance
I shall think and act with an open-mind
Just like the calm and peaceful Buddha.

Not putting myself first
I will share in the joy and sadness of others

Just like the compassionate Buddha.

Realizing the gift of life I have received
I shall strive to live each day to its fullest

Like the Buddha who tirelessly works to liberate all.
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私たちのちかい

⼀、⾃分の殻に閉じこもることなく穏やかな顔と優しい⾔葉を⼤切にします微笑み語りかける

仏さまのように

 ⼀、むさぼり、いかり、おろかさに流されずしなやかな⼼と振る舞いを⼼がけます⼼安らかな
仏さまのように

⼀、⾃分だけを⼤事にすることなく⼈と喜びや悲しみを分かち合います慈悲に満ちみちた仏さ

まのように

⼀、⽣かされていることに気づき⽇々に精⼀杯つとめます⼈びとの救いに尽くす仏さまのよう

に

WATASHITACHI NO CHIKAI

Hitotsu, jibun no karani tojikomoru koto naku
Odayaka na kao to yasashii kotoba wo taisetsu ni shimasu

Hohoemi katarikakeru hotokesama no yō ni

Hitotsu, musabori ikari orokasa ni nagasarezu
Shinayaka na kokoro to furumai wo kokoro gakemasu

Kokoro yasuraka na hotokesama no yō ni

Hitotsu, jibun dake wo daiji ni suru koto naku
Hito to yorokobi ya kanashimi wo wakachiaimasu

Jihi ni michita hotokesama no yō ni

Hitotsu, ikasarete iru koto ni kizuki
Hibi ni sei ippai tsutomemasu

Hitobito no sukui ni tsukusu hotokesama no yō ni
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Donations are gratefully accepted online at
bca.kindful.com

or by check payable to BCAEF
(with BCA 125th in memo)

BCA Endowment Foundation
2140 Durant Ave

Berkeley, CA 94704

Proceeds will go to the 
BCA Dharma Forward Campaign
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