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Congratulations on the observance of the Buddhist Churches of America’s
Joint Celebration marking its 125th Anniversary, Shinran Shonin’s 850th Birthday
and the 800th Anniversary of the Founding of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching.

Shinran Shonin was born in 1173 and through his main writing, Ken Jodo
Shinjitsu Kyogyosho Monrui (The True Teaching, Practice, and Realization of the
Pure Land Way) also known as Kyogyoshinsho, which is believed to have been
completed in 1224, he systematically clarified the Jodo Shinshu teaching. Since
then, the Jodo Shinshu teaching has been transmitted to us today, overcoming
obstacles and has been shared by people not only in Japan but around the world.
This is because regardless of time and place, the teaching always serves as a
spiritual foundation and enables people to move forward in their lives.

The founder of Buddhism, Sakyamuni Buddha discovered the universal truth,
such as, the principle of original dependency as well as the theory of
impermanence. However, we, ordinary beings are not able to accept the truth as
it is because we see things only through our self-centered and biased
viewpoints. As a result, we suffer and fight each other when things do not go as
we wish. Sakyamuni Buddha clarified that our own ignorance, in other words, our
human desires or a feeling of obstinate attachment to something is the very
cause of our sufferings. Receiving this basic Buddhist teaching, Shinran Shonin
taught us that for the sake of such foolish beings like us, Amida Tathagata is
always working as the Nembutsu, or recitation of the Name, that is nothing but
Amida’s calling voice.

Those who have fully recognized the benevolent working of Amida Tathagata
cannot help but to lament and feel regret for their own bonno or persistent
human desires, and it is natural that they feel ashamed of and try to minimize
them. Such people would never indulge themselves in their egoistic cravings.
Even though we had not been able to recognize our own selfishness, the
encounter with Amida’s working enables us to become aware of our true self, and
through that recognition, we are naturally guided to make efforts to minimize
such selfishness, and consequently we are enabled to change our way of living.
Keeping this in mind, let us strive to live each day with a feeling of gratitude for
Amida’s great wisdom and compassion that always embraces us as we are.

September 1, 2024
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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QOHT TIME

BUDDHIST CHURCHES
ERICA

125 YEARS

Greeting

Dear Sangha members and friends of the Buddhist Churches of America,

| extend to you my congratulations on the observance of the Buddhist
Churches of America’s Joint Celebration marking its 125th Anniversary, Shinran
Shonin’s 850th Birthday and the 800th Anniversary of the Founding of
the Jodo Shinshu Teaching.

Eight hundred years ago, Shinran Shonin completed the first draft of his
major work, the Ken Jodo Shinjitsu Kyogyosho Monrui (The True Teaching,
Practice, and Realization of the Pure Land Way), commonly known as
Kyogyoshinsho, to clarify the salvific working of the Primal Vow that equally
saves foolish beings like us who are ignorant and cannot engage
in any religious practices in a true sense.

The Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha institution has over time considered the
completion of this writing as the beginning of the Jodo Shinshu tradition. The
Nembutsu teaching that was thus made clear by Shinran Shonin, has been
carefully passed down as a spiritual foundation to us today, by spiritual leaders
of Hongwanji and all of our predecessors.

In the mainland US, through the drive of the Issei, or first generation
Japanese immigrants, the Jodo Shinshu teaching was introduced in the new
land and has supported them as well as their descendants
all through history until today.

Now is the time for us to reflect on our indebtedness to the benevolence of
Amida Tathagata’s great compassion that accepts us just as we are. The sense
of security of being accepted by the Buddha guides us to make the best efforts
to minimize our selfish thoughts and to try to be in accord with the Buddha
Dharma through sharing in the joy and sadness of others.

Jodo Shinshu thus provides us with life guidance. In this sense, any fellow
Nembutsu followers’ being able to welcome this opportunity of observing the
Joint Celebration is a great joy for all of us.

On this auspicious occasion, let us renew our resolution of following the
Nembutsu path together toward a society in which everyone can live in harmony
while empathizing with one another.

September 1, 2024
Governor General
OGINO, Shoyu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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Program

Chairperson:
Officiant:
Music:

Opening Address

Flower Offering Presentation

Ministers’ Processional with Gagaku

Welcoming Address

Kansho

Officiant Accession on the Dais
(Toraiban)

Zenshokada

Shoshinge (Junirai melody)

Tan Nembutsu and Ekoku

Rev. Michael Endo
Bishop Marvin Harada
BCA Music Committee

Rev. Michael Endo

BCA District Representatives

Northern California Gagaku

Rev. Michael Endo

Bishop Marvin Harada

Rimban Katsuya Kusunoki

Bishop Harada



Officiant Descension from the Dais(Goraiban) with Gagaku

Gatha: “Nembutsu” arranged by BCA Music Committee
Chizu Iwanaga

Music videos:
"Storms and Peace" by Skylar Lam and Francis Wong
BCA 125th Anniversary Lyric Contest Winner, Youth Category

"Chizu lwanaga's Nembutsu" Performed by Otonowa

Video Presentation of BCA Temples and Sanghas

Oshoko by BCA Affiliated Organizations

Reading: “Our Pledge” led by .
Rev. Michael Endo

(English and Japanese)

Gomonshu’s Message

Bishop’s Greeting Bishop Marvin Harada
BCA President’s Greeting Steven Terusaki

Gatha: “Ondokusan Il BCA Music Committee



Video Greeting in Japanese Rev. Yoshiki Sonoda

Dharma Message in English Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto

Words of Appreciation Terri Omori &

Darlene Bagshaw

Closing Address and Announcements Rev. Michael Endo
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We first invite and welcome Amida to enter this dojo and greet the Great
Vow,

Accompanied by the Bodhisattvas Kannon (Avalokitesvara) and Seishi
(Mahasthamaprapta)

With innumerable others who come to this gathering riding on lotus
blossoms.
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Our Pledge

Breaking out of my shell
| will share a warm smile and speak gentle words
Just like the kind Buddha.

Not becoming lost in my greed, anger, and ignorance
| shall think and act with an open-mind
Just like the calm and peaceful Buddha.

Not putting myself first
I will share in the joy and sadness of others
Just like the compassionate Buddha.

Realizing the gift of life | have received

| shall strive to live each day to its fullest
Like the Buddha who tirelessly works to liberate all.
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Ic
WATASHITACHI NO CHIKAI

Hitotsu, jibun no karani tojikomoru koto naku
Odayaka na kao to yasashii kotoba wo taisetsu ni shimasu
Hohoemi katarikakeru hotokesama no yo ni

Hitotsu, musabori ikari orokasa ni nagasarezu
Shinayaka na kokoro to furumai wo kokoro gakemasu
Kokoro yasuraka na hotokesama no yo ni

Hitotsu, jibun dake wo daiji ni suru koto naku
Hito to yorokobi ya kanashimi wo wakachiaimasu
Jihi ni michita hotokesama no yo ni

Hitotsu, ikasarete iru koto ni kizuki

Hibi ni sei ippai tsutomemasu
Hitobito no sukui ni tsukusu hotokesama no yo ni
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Donations are gratefully accepted online at

bca.kindful.com
or by check payable to BCAEF
(with BCA 125th in memo)

BCA Endowment Foundation
2140 Durant Ave
Berkeley, CA 94704

H@w_

Proceeds will go to the
BCA Dharma Forward Campaign
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